
2022 VCCA Legislative Priorities:
Defend Climate Progress

Virginia has made significant progress towards cutting carbon pollution and mitigating the effects of
climate change over the past two years. The Virginia Clean Economy Act (VCEA) will make Virginia’s
energy grid zero-carbon by 2050. Joining the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) has resulted in
reduced pollution and sent hundreds of millions of dollars to our communities across the
Commonwealth for flood resiliency and low-income energy efficiency projects. The adoption of
Advanced Clean Car Standards (LEV/ZEV) will cut vehicle pollution and speed up the transition to
electric vehicles.

These bills have catalyzed Virginia’s transition to clean energy, making our communities
healthier and preserving our environment. They have also created noteworthy investments in
resilience infrastructure that bolster our economy and improve public health. Once fully implemented,
the VCEA will create more than 13,000 jobs in the Commonwealth. RGGI provided $237 million toward
flood resilience and energy efficiency efforts in the first year. The Advanced Clean Car Standards has
the potential to result in a net job growth of 29,000 by 2040 while avoiding 48 million tons of
cumulative carbon emissions by the same year.

Given the severity of the climate crisis, public support for action, and the clear health benefits of a
swift transition to cleaner technologies, efforts to repeal or undermine these vital pieces of legislation
are not in the best interest of the Commonwealth. Our only option is to stay the course and defend
against any and all attempts to repeal or distill the VCEA, RGGI, and the Advanced Clean Car
Standards.

https://info.aee.net/va-energy-transition-report
https://richmond.com/opinion/columnists/narissa-turner-column-pulling-out-of-rggi-would-hurt-virginia-families/article_343a3859-cff4-5de2-83f0-769578bc2c40.html
https://richmond.com/opinion/columnists/narissa-turner-column-pulling-out-of-rggi-would-hurt-virginia-families/article_343a3859-cff4-5de2-83f0-769578bc2c40.html
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/files/report/Final_VA-Transportation-Policy-Phase1_01222021.pdf
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/files/report/Final_VA-Transportation-Policy-Phase1_01222021.pdf
https://www.georgetownclimate.org/files/report/Final_VA-Transportation-Policy-Phase1_01222021.pdf


SUPPORT

SB290/HB471 Solar Ready Roofs & Net-Zero Schools
Patrons: Sen. Barbara Favola, Del. Suhas Subramanyam
Summary: Requires new public buildings to have solar-ready roofs, EV charging infrastructure, and ability to track energy
efficiency and carbon emissions.
Talking Points:

● Solar-ready roofs save money for taxpayers by allowing public buildings to install solar at no upfront cost, and with
long-term savings.

● A Fairfax County Public Schools study found that building a school to net zero added just 6 percent to construction costs, an
amount that could be recovered in 10 years.

SB 452 Powers of local governments; additional powers; energy efficiency of buildings.
Patron: Sen. Jennifer Boysko
Summary: Adopts optional building energy efficiency standards and allows localities to adopt and enforce these
standards if they choose. These standards shall be designed to reduce energy use in buildings by approximately 15
percent over the Uniform Statewide Building Code.
Talking Points:

● Allows local jurisdictions the option to enact resolutions to require more efficient buildings.
● Making homes, businesses, and public institutions more energy efficient will create good local jobs, lower utility bills for

building owners and homeowners, and reduce the need to invest in costly new electric generation.
● Virginia ranks 25th nationally for building energy efficiency, according to the American Council for an Energy Efficient

Economy — we can do better.

HB 969 Comprehensive plan; adoption of an environmental justice strategy.
Patron: Del. Shelly Simonds
Summary: Requires cities and counties with certain populations to consider, at reviews of their comprehensive plans,
adopting an environmental justice strategy.

Talking Points:
● The bill provides that the locality's strategy shall identify environmental justice and fence line communities and will identify

objectives and policies to reduce health risks, to promote civic engagement, and to prioritize improvements and programs
that address the needs of the environmental justice and fence line communities.

OPPOSE

SB81 (Stanley): Air Pollution Control Board; consideration of certain facts and circumstances.
Removes important considerations from the Air Board’s decision making process for permits and regulations, meaning it
may no longer consider: the potential for interference with safety, health or the reasonable use of property; the social
and economic value of the activity; the suitability of the activity to the area; and the practicality of reducing pollution
from the activity.

SB657 (Stuart): Air Pollution Control Board and State Water Control Board; transfer of authority.
Removes the Air and Water Boards’ permitting authority and much more. The Air Board may no longer consider the
suitability of the activity to the area. The public may no longer request public hearings from the Air or the Water Boards.
And the Boards may no longer initiate requests of the Department of Environmental Quality. The most important
environmental permits would be discussed and decided behind the closed doors of the agency.

HB1204 (Kilgore): Renewable energy certificates; certain requirements prohibited.
Removes the Air Board’s authority to issue a minor new source review air permit. Those permit decisions would not
benefit from the public engagement process of the Air Board and would only take place within the agency.

HB1261 (Bloxom): State environmental boards; appointment of members to various Boards.
Similar to SB657, this bill removes the Air and Water Boards’ permitting authority. Additionally, HB1261 would inject
partisan politics into Virginia’s Citizen Boards (including the Waste Management Board) by allowing the House and
Senate to appoint some of the Boards’ members.


