
Sample legislative meeting script

Introductions:

Everyone present quickly introduces themselves stating name, medical specialty and place of
employment/professional affiliations.

● If a group meeting with the legislator is larger than 5 people, the designated
speakers should introduce themselves and the group as a whole (not individual
introductions).

Confirm time allotted for the meeting to ensure you customize remarks appropriately.
● Respect their time constraints- you can always follow up with additional information

afterwards!

Speaker 1:

Delegate/Senator XXXX  (or staff) -

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us.  I / we requested this meeting today because we
are taking part in Virginia Clinicians for Climate Action’s Advocacy Day.

If you’re not familiar, Virginia Clinicians for Climate Action - or VCCA - is an organization
representing more than 450 health professionals across the Commonwealth who are concerned
about the threat that climate change poses to the health of our patients and our communities.

Speaker 2:

Today we have two objectives:

First and foremost, to ask that you continue supporting very important climate legislation
passed in recent years.  These include:

● The Virginia Clean Economy Act
● The Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative
● Advanced Clean Car Standards

Virginia Clinicians for Climate Action and healthcare professionals across the state
supported these bills and believe they must not be weakened, rolled back or repealed.   Multiple
bills introduced this session threaten the health of Virginians by unwinding the progress made



by these pieces of legislation.  We would be happy to provide a full list of bills that fall into this
category upon request.

Second, we would like to highlight and ask for your support on three pieces of legislation
before the General Assembly that will protect public health.

We will be happy to follow up with any further information you need regarding these bills
and will also be sending an email following this meeting that summarizes our priorities, but in
the interest of time, wanted to tell you a bit about why we believe these bills are important to
protect the health of Virginians:

Overview of bills (can be divided up between different speakers if desired):
● If time is extremely short, you can just list each one (referencing numbers

and title and saying that each one plays a role in promoting public health
by helping us address climate change and transition to a clean energy
economy)

SB290/HB471 Solar Ready Roofs & Net-zero Schools
Patrons: Sen. Barbara Favola, Del. Suhas Subramanyam

Summary:
·Requires new public buildings to have solar-ready roofs, EV charging infrastructure, and
ability to track energy efficiency and carbon emissions.

Talking Points:
·Solar-ready roofs save money for taxpayers by allowing public buildings to install solar
at no upfront cost, and with long-term savings.
·A Fairfax County Public Schools study found that building a school to net zero added
just 6 percent to construction costs, an amount that could be recovered in 10 years.

SB 452 Powers of local governments; additional powers; energy efficiency of
buildings.
Patron: Sen. Jennifer Boysko

Summary:
·Adopt optional building energy efficiency standards and allow localities to adopt and
enforce these standards if they choose.
·These standards shall be designed to reduce energy use in buildings by approximately
15 percent over the Uniform Statewide Building Code.

Talking Points:
·Allows local jurisdictions the option to enact resolutions to require more efficient
buildings.
·Making homes, businesses, and public institutions more energy efficient will create
good local jobs, lower utility bills for building owners and homeowners, and reduce the
need to invest in costly new electric generation.



HB 969 Comprehensive plan; adoption of an environmental justice strategy.
Patron: Del. Shelly Simonds

Summary:
· Requires cities and counties with certain populations to consider, at reviews of their
comprehensive plans, adopting an environmental justice strategy.

Talking points:
·The bill provides that the locality's strategy shall identify environmental justice and fence
line communities…
·and will identify objectives and policies to reduce health risks, to promote civic
engagement, and to prioritize improvements and programs that address the needs of the
environmental justice and fence line communities.

We also ask that you OPPOSE the bills that affect the power of citizen boards.  (Full fact sheet
about attacks on citizen boards found here)

IF TIME ALLOWS: Share some more personal motivations or patient stories that reinforce the
important role that health professionals play in observing the health impacts of our changing
climate.

Closing:

https://www.virginiaclinicians.org/_files/ugd/b42d13_13e8870637a345ffb5bbcd660433287b.pdf


Does your office already have a position regarding these bills?  Can we count on your support to
defend climate progress and vote in favor of these four bills we’ve highlighted if given the
opportunity?

● If yes, thank them for support and state you’ll look forward to working with them moving
forward and being a resource on similar bills.

● If no, ask if they need any additional information you might be able to provide and state
that you’ll look forward to following up.

Thank you for taking the time to meet with us today.  I hope you see that health professionals
have a role and interest in protecting public health from the dangers posed by climate change.
We will be following up with an email after this meeting outlining these priorities and providing
further resources.

We hope you will consider defending Virginia’s progress and supporting these additional bills.
We look forward to being a resource if you ever need information regarding climate and health.

END


